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GILPIN ROAD & BRIDGE’S ARCHISTRUCTION COMPANY 
   The Neenan Company’s trail of shoddy workmanship on Colorado’s rural schools continues to expand. Neenan President Randy Meyers is now on a 16-town damage-control tour around rural Colorado hoping to salvage the company’s reputation and agreements in place for the planning phase, but not yet awarded construction phase. 

Point-of-information:  Neenan’s trademarked “archistruction” term is used to describe the company doing all the work on a project – development, design and construction. As the revelations unfolding on Colorado’s rural schools demonstrate, this is a really bad idea. It is a ticking time bomb. Also raises the question, where was the State of Colorado whose responsibility it is to do construction review and inspections. The state’s response on this issue seemed to be, these things happen when you have such a millions-of-dollars construction project going on, these things happen, glitches happen. 
   Schools built by Neenan where design flaws and structural problems have already surfaced (with reviews just getting started), include: 

· Meeker Elementary School closed after only one year of occupancy; found to be built to the code of a shed or barn; risk of collapse from catastrophic weather event; foundation sinking already occurred; construction cost $18.9 million; 

· Kremmling gymnasium roof at a preschool lifted 3 to 4 inches in a 2008 weather event (windstorm); 

· Craig elementary school, beam support for second floor problem discovered in drawings completed by a Neenan subcontractor; school construction cost was $18 million; and 

· Monte Vista School required additional strengthening and foundation work; built to code but still deficient; construction cost $27.6 million. 

   Sanford School District in Conejos County has a planning agreement with Neenan, but has not yet entered into an agreement for construction of their school. 

   Primero Reorganized School District in Western Las Animas County underwent extensive remodeling renovation and expansion. An in-depth inspection is under consideration by the School District. 

   Should Gilpin’s new Road and Bridge building and its woody biomass facility get one of those in-depth inspections from an outside team? In this writer’s opinion, any type of building constructed by Neenan should . . . just sayin!! 

   The Meeker School investigation and subsequent revelations were a result of a “news tip” to the investigative team at, YES, the Denver Post!! Stay tuned for more as the scrutiny of The Neenan Company expands. 

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  

Doris Beaver

